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European Parliament


ECPRD REQUEST 1237
"Practical modalities to Elect the Speaker and the Vice-Speaker"
FINAL SUMMARY

PREPARED BY THE
European Parliament
Final Summary  ECPRD request N° 1237

"Practical modalities to Elect the Speaker and the Vice-Speaker"

A. Request 1237 submitted by the European Parliament:

Subject: Practical modalities to elect the speaker and the vice-speakers (presidents and vice-presidents) 

To all Correspondents with a copy to the Deputy-Correspondents
Replies to be sent to piotr.nowinakonopka@europarl.europa.eu with a copy to ulrich.hueschen@europarl.europa.eu 

Requested deadline: 7 July 2009
Dear colleagues,

please find below an urgent request submitted by the European Parliament. The question raised is not covered by request 566 on the elections of Speakers in some selected parliaments.

Best regards

Ulrich Hüschen

ECPRD Co-Secretary and Deputy-Correspondent

In order to prepare the constitutive session of the European Parliament in July we need urgently information on the practical modalities to elect the speaker and the vice-speakers (presidents and vice-presidents).

The EP is using at present a ballot box.

Do you apply:
for the Speaker/President
	Ballot Box
	yes/no

	Electronic voting
	yes/no

	Hand signals
	yes/no

	Other systems (which ones?)
	


for the Vice-Speaker/Vice-Presidents (if different)
	Ballot Box
	yes/no

	Electronic voting
	yes/no

	Hand signals
	yes/no

	Other systems (which ones?)
	


B. Replies from 43 Chambers
	for the Speaker/President

	Ballot Box
	German Bundestag,

French Assemblee,

UK House of Commons (previous vote was also by ballot but not secret),

UK House of Lords

Italian Chamber

Italian Senate

Polish Senat,

Dutch Senat,

Belgian House

Belgian Senat (unless only one candidate and no request for ballot),

Portugal,

Austria,

Czech Senat,

Hungary,

Slovenian Council,

Romanian Chamber,

Cyprus

Finland,

Estonia,

Latvia

Lithuania,

Sweden (only if a member requests as happened in 2006, otherwise by acclamation),
Danemark (unless electronic vote decided; no voting if no objections against the only candidate),
______________________________

Turkey,

FYRoM (if secret ballot decided),
Serbia (if secret ballot decided),
Albania,

Swiss,

Norway (if 1 candidate only - the MPs against are asked to rise), Andorra,

Canada,

Russian Duma (unless electronic vote decided, as it prevails in practice), PACE (unless one candidate only),

	Electronic voting
	Bulgaria (until 1994 secret ballot),

Danemark (unless ballot decided; no voting if no objections against the only candidate)
Poland (since 2001, before ballot)

______________________________

Bosnia & Herzegovina (but due to insufficiency of electronic tools, recent vote run by hand signals),

FYRoM,
Island,

Israel (unless roll-call demanded),

US House of Representatives,

	Hand signals
	Dutch Tweede Kamer,

______________________________

FYRoM (as alternative to electronic),

Croatia
Cyprus

	Other systems (which ones?)
	German Bundestag (roll-call vote of the Lander),
______________________________

Serbia (roll-call if secret ballot not decided),

US Senat (Speaker = US Vice-President jointly with US President subject to general elections), 


	for the Vice-Speakers/Vice-Presidents

	Ballot Box
	German Bundestag,

Italian Chamber

Italian Senate

Polish Senat,

Dutch Senat,

Belgian House

Belgian Senat (unless only one candidate and no request for ballot)

Portugal

Austria,

Czech Senat,

Hungary,

Slovenian Assembly,

Romanian Chamber,

Finland,

Estonia,

Latvia

Lithuania,

Sweden (only if a member requests, otherwise by acclamation),
French Assemblee (only if more candidates designated),
______________________________

Turkey,

FYRoM (if Assembly decides so),
Serbia (if secret ballot decided),
Swiss,

Norway (but if only 1 candidate - the MPs against are asked to rise),

Andorra,

Russian Duma (unless electronic vote decided, as it prevails in practice)

	Electronic voting
	Bulgaria (until 1994 secret ballot),
Poland (since 2001, before ballot)

______________________________

FYRoM,

Island (only when no consensus on party nominations),

Bosnia & Herzegovina (due to insufficiency electronic tools, recent vote run by hand signals),

Israel (unless roll-call demanded), 

	Hand signals
	Dutch Tweede Kamer,

German Bundesrat,

______________________________

FYRoM (alternative to electronic),

Croatia,
Serbia (if secret ballot not decided, alternative to roll-call), 

	Other systems (which ones?)
	UK House of Commons designated by Whips but in future voting foreseen,

UK House of Lords (appointed by the Crown),
Danemark (Vice-Speakers nominated by political groups),

______________________________

Serbia (roll-call if secret ballot not decided, alternatively hand signals),

Albania (group nominations)
Canada (House of Commons (motion put forward and seconded by MPs),

PACE (nominated by national delegations, unless in some cases secret ballot may be asked for),


C. Replies going beyond simple yes/no

German Bundestag

Rules of Procedure of the German Bundestag
Rule 1

Constituent meeting

(1) The first meeting of the newly elected Bundestag shall be convened by the outgoing President and shall be held not later than the thirtieth day after the election (Article 39 of the Basic Law).

(2) At the first meeting of the Bundestag, the Member of the Bundestag who is the most advanced in years, or, should he decline, the next oldest, shall take the Chair until the newly elected President or one of the Vice-Presidents assumes the office.

(3) The President by age shall appoint Members of the Bundestag to act as Secretaries on a provisional basis. The roll of Members of the Bundestag shall then be called.

(4) After the presence of a quorum has been ascertained, the President, Vice-Presidents and Secretaries shall be elected. > Basic Law: Article 39, paragraphs (1) and (2)

Rule 2

Election of the President and the Vice-Presidents

 (1) The Bundestag shall, in secret and separate ballots (Rule 49), elect the President and the Vice-Presidents for the duration of the electoral term. Every parliamentary group in the German Bundestag shall be represented on the Presidium by at least one Vice-President.

 (2) The person receiving the votes of the majority of the Members of the Bundestag shall be elected. If a majority is not obtained in the first ballot, new candidates may be proposed for a second ballot. If a majority of the votes of the Members of the Bundestag is still not obtained, a third ballot shall be held. If there is only one candidate in the third ballot, this candidate shall be elected if he or she receives the majority of votes cast. Where there are several candidates, the two candidates with the highest number of votes shall move into the third ballot; the person who obtains the most votes shall be elected. In the event of a tie, the President in the Chair shall draw lots to decide which of the two candidates is elected.

 (3) Further ballots involving a candidate unsuccessful in a third ballot are only permissible with the agreement of the Council of Elders. If new candidates are proposed following unsuccessful proceedings pursuant to paragraph (2), the electoral proceedings pursuant to paragraph (2) shall be set in motion once again.

Basic Law: Article 40, paragraph (1), and Article 121

 (http://www.bundestag.de/interakt/infomat/fremdsprachiges_material/downloads/goEN_download.pdf)

France - Assemblée Nationale

Élection du Président de l'Assemblée nationale (article 9 du Règlement)
Le Président de l'Assemblée est élu au scrutin secret à la tribune. Des scrutateurs, tirés au sort, dépouillent le scrutin dont le doyen d'âge proclame le résultat. Si la majorité absolue des suffrages exprimés n'a pas été acquise aux deux premiers tours, la majorité relative suffit au troisième tour, en cas d'égalité, le candidat le plus âgé l'emporte. Dès son élection le Président monte immédiatement à la tribune, prononce une allocution, et annonce la date de la séance suivante au cours de laquelle les membres du Bureau de l'Assemblée seront eux-mêmes élus.

Élection des vice-présidents, des questeurs et des secrétaires (article 10 du Règlement)
Les autres membres du Bureau: vice-présidents, questeurs et secrétaires sont élus au début de chaque législature, au cours de la séance qui suit l'élection du Président et renouvelés à chaque ouverture de session ordinaire, à l'exception de celle précédant le renouvellement de l'Assemblée.

La composition du Bureau s'efforce de reproduire la configuration politique de l'Assemblée. Lorsqu'il y a autant de candidats que de postes à pourvoir, ce qui est généralement le cas, la désignation ne donne pas lieu à scrutin. Les modalités de désignation sont alors les suivantes : le Président de l’Assemblée fixe le délai dans lequel les présidents des groupes doivent lui faire connaître les noms des candidats qu’ils proposent ; à l’expiration de ce délai, les candidatures transmises au Président de l’Assemblée sont affichées et publiées au Journal officiel. La nomination prend immédiatement effet dès cette dernière publication. Si le nombre de candidats est supérieur au nombre de postes à pourvoir, le vote a lieu au scrutin secret.

UK - House of Commons

In the House of Commons the most recent election of a Speaker (in June 2009) was by Members of Parliament placing votes in a ballot box. This was a secret ballot (Previously, who had voted for whom had been published)

Deputy Speakers have up to now been appointed by the "Whips" - the individuals who organise the political parties in parliament - however; this may change in future as our newly-elected Speaker has said he wants Members of Parliament to vote in elections to choose the deputy Speakers. It is reported that he wants to make this change later this year.http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/8130298.stm
UK - House of Lords

The House of Lords elects one of its members to be the Lord Speaker by secret ballot for a period of five years. The process of election is governed by Standing Order 19. Certain members of the House are appointed by the Crown by Commission under the Great Seal to act as Deputy Speakers in the absence of the Lord Speaker (Standing Order 18).

Deputy Chairmen, who perform all the functions of Deputy Speakers, may also act as Speaker; they are appointed by motion in the House on a report from the Committee of Selection. If a Deputy Speaker or a Deputy Chairman is not present, the House may on motion appoint a Speaker for the occasion.

The House of Lords is self-regulating: the Lord Speaker has no power to rule on matters of order. In practice this means that the preservation of order and the maintenance of the rules of debate are the responsibility of the House itself, that is, of all the members who are present, and any member may draw attention to breaches of order or failures to observe customs. If any member is in doubt about a point of procedure, the Clerk of the Parliaments and other Clerks are available to give advice.

The primary role of the Lord Speaker is to preside over proceedings in the Chamber and to “put the Question”, that is, to tell the House exactly what it is they are debating or voting on. If the House is moving towards a vote the Lord Speaker “Collects the Voices”, that is, depending on how many voices shout on each side “Content” or “Not Content” he or she suggests that the louder side has won. If there is opposition to this suggestion, he or she will call “Clear the Bar” to indicate that a vote must take place (by members filing through the appropriate division lobbies on either side of the Chamber). The Lord Speaker then announces the result of the vote to the House.
Italian Chamber of deputies

The following Rules of Procedures of the Chamber of Deputies establish the modalities to elect the Speaker and the members of the Bureau of the Chamber of Deputies:

Rule 4

Once the requirements of the preceding Rules have been met, the House shall elect its President. The election of the President shall be by secret ballot and shall require a majority of two thirds of the members of the House. The second ballot shall require two thirds of the votes, including blank votes. After the third ballot, an absolute majority of the votes shall be sufficient.

Rule 5

Once the President has been elected, four Vice-Presidents, three Quaestors and eight Secretaries shall be elected for the purpose of establishing the Bureau. For these elections each deputy shall write on his or her ballot paper

two names for the Vice-Presidents, two for the Quaestors, and four for the Secretaries. Those receiving the highest number of votes at the first ballot shall be considered elected. 
All Parliamentary Groups existing at the time of the election of the Bureau must be represented in the Bureau. For this purpose, before proceeding with the voting in accordance with paragraph 2, the President shall encourage appropriate agreements between the Groups. Should one or more Groups not be represented in the Bureau following the voting in accordance with paragraph 2, a corresponding number of Secretaries shall be elected in a subsequent sitting, the date of which is set by the President of the Chamber.

Parliamentary Groups which are formed after the election of the Bureau, in accordance with paragraph 2, and which are not already represented in it and Groups which, owing to changes, are no longer represented in the Bureau, may request the election of other Secretaries.

The President of the Chamber shall encourage appropriate agreements among the Groups before proceeding with the elections under paragraphs 4 and 5. Deputies may write one name only on their ballot paper. The members of the Groups that are not represented in the Bureau who obtain the highest number of votes shall be elected. The election of more than one Secretary for each of these Groups is not permitted.

The Secretaries elected under paragraphs 4 , 5 and 9 shall lose this office if the Group they belonged to at the time of their election ceases to exist, or if they join another Group that is already represented in the Bureau. Should members of the Bureau, elected under paragraph 2, lose their office for any reason and need to be replaced, the President of the Chamber shall set the date of the election. In the voting, which takes place

separately for the substitution of Vice-Presidents, Quaestors and Secretaries, deputies may write one name only on their ballot paper if the members of the Bureau to be elected are no more that two. If more than two Bureau members are to be elected Rule 56, paragraph 1 is applied. Those who obtain the highest number of votes are elected. Should members of the Bureau elected under paragraphs 4 and 5 lose their office, for any reason, the Groups which are no longer represented in the Bureau may request a new election in accordance with paragraph 6.

Rule 6

Votes cast for the election of the President shall be counted by the provisional Bureau in a public sitting. Votes cast for the other elections shall be counted by twelve deputies chosen by lot. Seven deputies must be present for vote counting to be valid.
Italian Senate

Rules of the Senate

TITLE II

Rule 4

ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT

Having completed the formalities required by the Rules in Title I, the Senate shall proceed to elect the President by secret ballot. The candidate obtaining an absolute majority of votes of the members of the Senate shall be elected. If no candidate secures an absolute majority after two ballots, a third ballot shall be held the following day, for which the successful candidate must obtain an absolute majority of the votes cast, counting blank ballot papers as votes cast. If no candidate secures such majority in the third ballot, a runoff ballot shall be held on the same day to decide between the two candidates obtaining the largest number of votes in the previous ballot, after which the candidate securing the largest number of votes, even if with a relative majority, shall be declared elected. In the event of a tied vote, the older of the two candidates shall be elected or entered for the runoff ballot.

Rule 5 
ELECTION OF THE OTHER SENATE OFFICERS

1. Following the election of the President, at the next sitting the Senators shall elect four Vice Presidents, three Quaestors and eight Secretaries.

2. Each Senator shall write on their ballot papers the names of two candidates as Vice Presidents, two as Quaestors, and four as Secretaries. The nominees obtaining the largest number of votes shall be declared

elected.

Polish Senat

Rules and Regulations of the Senate regulate the elections of speakers and deputy speakers (marshals and deputy marshals).  Only the ballot box is used in both cases since the voting is secret.

Article 6

1. The Senate shall elect the Marshal from among candidates submitted by at least 10 Senators, by secret ballot, passing the resolution with an absolute majority of votes.

2. If none of the candidates has received the required majority, consecutive balloting shall be conducted which effects the consecutive elimination of the candidate who receives the least number of votes. In case of an equal number of votes, elimination is effected by drawing lots. If in the last round of voting none of the candidates achieves the required majority then the voting procedure is repeated.

3. Recalling the Marshal of the Senate shall take place on a motion from at least 34 Senators in a secret ballot, passed with an absolute majority of votes cast by the statutory number of Senators.

Article 7

1.  The Senate shall elect no more than four Deputy Marshals from among candidates submitted by at least 10 Senators in a secret ballot with an absolute majority of votes being required. The election of the Deputy Marshals is governed by Article 6, para 2. 

2. The provisions of Article 6, para. 3 are applicable respectively to the recall of a Deputy Marshal.

Belgian House of Representatives

Immediately after verification of the credentials and during the first sitting of each parliamentary term or during the subsequent fortnight, the Belgian House of Representatives elects the President, Vice-Presidents and Secretaries.

Separate votes are taken subsequently for the appointment of the President, the first Vice-President and the second Vice-President. Thereafter, the other Vice-Presidents and the Secretaries are elected from a list of names.

Secret ballots are compulsory for appointments and nominations.  The Belgian House of Representatives applies a ballot box.  If the number of candidates corresponds with the number of places to be filled, the candidate(s) nominated is (are) declared elected.

All the appointments and nominations which the Belgian House of Representatives is called upon to process are done by an absolute majority of the votes, unless the Constitution or the Law provides for a different majority.  However, at the third vote, by ballot, a relative majority will suffice.  Where the votes are tied, the oldest candidate shall stand elected.

Blank and invalid ballot papers shall not be counted when calculating the majority.  Votes cast in favour of candidates who were not nominated before the vote or within the period of time set by the President, together with votes cast in favour of more candidates than there are vacant seats, shall be null and void.

Sweden

General provisions concerning elections within the Riksdag are laid down in the Riksdag Act, Chapter 7. Article 3 states that the election of Speaker and Vice-speakers shall be held by acclamation. The election shall be held by secret ballot, however, if a member so requests.

Following the general elections in 2006 the Speaker was elected by secret ballot, while the three Vice-speakers were elected by acclamation.

Danemark

for the Speaker/President 

	Ballot Box
	yes or

	Electronic voting
	yes depending on what the Folketing decides.

	Hand signals
	no

	Other systems (which ones?)
	The vote may be omitted if one Member only has been nominated and there are no objections. This follows from section 36, subsection 2 of the Standing Orders of the Folketing


for the Vice-Speaker/Vice-Presidents
	Ballot Box
	no

	Electronic voting
	no

	Hand signals
	no

	Other systems (which ones?)
	Excepting the parliamentary group to which the President belongs, the four largest parliamentary groups represented in the Folketing by turns according to the size of the group, elect a first, a second, a third and a fourth vice-president respectively. This follows from section 3, subsection 1 of the Standing Orders of the Folketing.The Folketing is informed about the outcome of these elections, which don´t take place in the Chamber.


Estonia

Principles of and procedure for election of President and Vice-Presidents of the Riigikogu are regulated by § 7 of the Riigikogu Rules of Procedure and Internal Rules Act.

§ 7. Principles of and procedure for election of President and Vice-Presidents of Riigikogu:

(1) The President of the Riigikogu shall be elected first. The Vice-Presidents of the Riigikogu shall be elected concurrently after the election of the President of the Riigikogu. 

(2) A candidate may be nominated by a member of the Riigikogu. First, candidates for President of the Riigikogu shall be nominated. After the election of the President of the Riigikogu, the candidates for Vice-Presidents of the Riigikogu shall be nominated. The nominated candidates shall grant their consent concerning their nomination.

(3) Voting in the election of the President and Vice-Presidents of the Riigikogu shall be conducted by secret ballot. 

(4) Members of the Riigikogu have one vote in the election of the President of the Riigikogu and one vote in the election of the Vice-Presidents of the Riigikogu. 

(5) The candidate who receives more than one-half of the valid votes shall become President of the Riigikogu. If no candidate receives the required number of votes, an additional round of voting shall be held between the two candidates who receive the greatest number of votes. In the event of an equal number of votes, lots shall be drawn. If only one candidate is nominated in the election of the President of the Riigikogu, he or she is elected if he or she receives more votes in favour than against. 

(6) The candidate who receives the greatest number of votes shall become First Vice-President of the Riigikogu. The candidate who receives the second greatest number of votes shall become Second Vice-President of the Riigikogu. An additional round of voting shall be held between the candidates if they receive an equal number of votes. 
Hungary

The Election of the Officers of Parliament b- Standing Order No. 10
(1) At its constituent sitting - on the motion of the faction leaders of parties represented in Parliament and on the proposal of the chair of age - Parliament shall elect, by secret ballot, the Speaker, Deputy Speakers and notaries of Parliament.

The method of the voting:

Outside the Plenary room there are voting booths. Each MP has to sign a document that he or she received the voting paper. After this the MPs give their votes in the voting booths and then put it to the ballot box.

Slovenian Assembly

The Rules of Procedure of the National Assembly determines voting by secret ballot (Article 199):

(1) A candidate for President or Vice-President of the National Assembly may be proposed by at least ten deputies.

(2) Standing for the offices and voting on the candidates referred to in the preceding paragraph take place separately for the ­office of President and the office of Vice-President. First, the vote on the President of the National Assembly is held. When the President has been elected, the vote for Vice-President is held.

(3) Voting is by secret ballot.

(4) The candidate who secures the majority of votes of all deputies is elected Vice-President of the National Assembly."

Bulgaria

From 1991 to 2009 we have had five parliamentary elections, respectively five parliaments - the so called 36th National Assembly (1991-1994), 37th National Assembly (1994-1997), 38th National Assembly (1997-2001), 39th National Assembly (2001-2005) and the 40th National Assembly (2005-2009).

The Presidents and the Vice-Presidents of the 36th and 37th National Assembly were elected using ballot box, whereas the Presidents and the Vice-Presidents of the 38th, 39th and 40th National Assembly were elected using the electronic voting system.

Turkey

Election of the Speaker and term of office 
Article 10– Two elections are made for Speaker position in one legislative term. Term of office for the first elected Speaker is two years, and term of office for the second elected Speaker is three years.

Political party groups shall not nominate candidates for Speaker.

The candidates for the Speaker of Grand National Assembly of Turkey are submitted to the Bureau of the Assembly within five days starting after the first meeting of the Assembly following the general elections or starting ten days before the end of the term of office of the Speaker for the election of the second term Speaker, and Grand National Assembly of Turkey convenes on its own on the day of voting. The Speaker is elected by secret ballot. For the first two votings two-thirds of the total number of members and for the third voting absolute majority of the total number of members is required. In case absolute majority can not be obtained in the third voting a fourth voting takes place between the two most voted candidates of the third voting; the member with more votes in the fourth voting is elected as the Speaker. The election of the Speaker is completed within five days following the period for nomination.

Representation of party groups in the Bureau of Assembly 
Article 11– The Speaker of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey determines the percentages of political party groups over the total number of party groups and positions in the Bureau of the Assembly per each political party group and submits the results to the Consultative Council.

The positions in the Bureau of the Assembly – two of which are reserved for the political party group having the absolute majority in the Grand National Assembly of Turkey – are awarded to the party groups starting from the one with highest percentage.

The positions for the secretary members and administrative members are decided by the Plenary Assembly after consulting with the Consultative Council.

Political party groups submit their candidates for the positions awarded to each group. The election is completed with the voting of the list of candidates by the Plenary Assembly through hand vote.

Two elections are made for the vice-chairmen, secretary members and administrative members of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey in one legislative term. Term of office for the first elected members is two years, and term of office for the second elected members is three years.

In case of vacancy of any of these positions for any reason, the new member of Bureau completes the term of office of the former. 

Secret ballot procedure - Article 148
Three circles, one white, one green and one red, shall be given to each MP. The circle to be used in voting shall be put into the related box. Other two circles shall be left at the provided space. 

Electoral procedures - Article 150
If not stated otherwise in the law or the Internal Regulation, elections at the Plenary and the commissions shall be performed by the MPs’ whose names are read in alphabetical order coming to the floor and putting their votes in the box there. 

Counting and recording of votes shall be carried out by a five-person classification commission the members of which are determined by drawing names. The report of this commission on the results of the voting shall be declared to the Plenary by the Speaker. 

In elections, MPs shall be summoned by ringing bells. 

Croatia

The Standing Orders of the Croatian Parliament stipulates voting procedure as follows:

Article 229.

Voting at sessions shall be public, unless these Standing Orders specify a secret vote.

Public voting shall be conducted by raising hands, roll call or electronically.

Voting by roll call shall be conducted when this is sought by a deputy club or the sponsor of a bill.

Voting by raising hands shall be conducted such that the chair shall first call on deputies to declare whether they are ‘in favour’ of a bill or proposal, and then call on those ‘opposed’ and those who ‘abstain’.

When establishing the agenda, voting shall be ‘in favour’ or ‘opposed’. By way of derogation from Paragraph (4) hereof, if less than half of the present deputies vote in favour of an amendment, the chair may immediately conclude that the amendment has been rejected.

Roll-call voting shall be conducted such that each deputy, when called by name, shall stand and state whether he/she is ‘in favour’ or ‘opposed’ to a bill or proposal, or state that he/she ‘abstains’.

When the calling is complete, those deputies whose votes are not recorded shall be called once more.

Deputies shall be called and their votes counted by the Secretary of Parliament.

Article 230.

After voting, the chair shall ascertain whether the decision received the required majority of votes and proclaims the result of the vote, and the votes of deputies who are present in the session hall and did not vote ‘in favour’ or ‘opposed’ to a bill or proposal and did not declare that they abstained shall be deemed abstained.

The chair shall order a renewed count and once more proclaim the results of the vote at the request of a deputy who seeks a verification of the vote. A verification of the vote must be sought before the chair establishes that an individual decision is passed.

Article 238a

During electronic voting, each deputy shall confirm his/her presence by means of identification key prior to each vote. Deputies who are in the chamber, but have not confirmed their presence in compliance with paragraph (1) hereof, shall be deemed absent from the session. Electronic voting shall be conducted such that the presiding deputy shall call on deputies to confirm their presence, and then to indicate whether they are ‘in favour’ or ‘opposed’ to a given proposal or if they ‘abstain’ by pressing the appropriate button. The presiding member shall proclaim the result of the vote on the basis of a control screen.

The vote of a deputy who confirms his/her presence but did not press the ‘in favour’, ‘opposed’ or ‘abstain’ button shall be deemed an abstention.

Voting shall be conducted by means of raised hands at the request of a deputy club. Electronic voting may not be conducted in case of voting by roll call.

Since 2003, when electronic voting was introduced, the Republic of Croatia had two parliamentary elections. In both cases voting was conducted by raising hands.

Island

The Speaker is elected by the MPs my means of electronic voting.

There have consensus on the selection of the six Vice-Speakers which are nominated by Parties supporting the Government and the Opposition so that three are from both sides. An electronic voting takes place, if a consensus cannot be reached.

Norway

The first election of speaker/vice-speaker in the election period is conducted by unsigned ballot papers/ballot box. The subsequent three elections (Norway has a fixed 4-year election period) are conducted by ballot box if there is more than one candidate. If there is just one candidate the speaker would ask those against to rise.  

Below are the relevant sections of the rules of procedures of the Norwegian parliament.

Section 4 of the rules of procedures of the Norwegian parliament states that 

“In the first election of President and Vice President during the electoral period, ballots shall be held by means of unsigned ballot papers. In subsequent elections during the same electoral period, the rules laid down in the first and second sentence of section 44, first paragraph (d) shall apply.  

To elect Presidents and Secretaries, a simple majority is required,  i.e. over half of the votes cast. If none of the candidates obtains such a majority in the first ballot or in a free re-election, a tied ballot shall be held restricted to the two candidates who received the greatest number of votes (cf. section 45, (b)). 
Section 44 of the rules of procedures of the Norwegian parliament states 

The voting is conducted in one of the following ways: 

a. By a request from the President that the Members in favour of, or those against the proposal, rise. The President may also ask for a vote to the contrary. 

b. By means of electronic devices. 

c. By roll call. If the President finds the roll call unnecessary, but a Member so requests, the Ting decides the method of voting without any debate and by a vote according to subparagraph a. or b. (…)

d. By unsigned ballot papers. This method of voting is used only for elections when two or more proposals have been put forward for the same office or when so demanded by a member of the Storting who is present or when decided by the assembly following a proposal by the President. Voters shall write on the unsigned ballot papers the names of the persons they are voting for and personally deposit the papers in the ballot box. If anybody votes for more persons than shall be elected, the last name or names on the ballot paper shall not be counted. 

Section 45 of the rules of procedures of the Norwegian parliament states 

a. Votes according to section 44 subparagraphs a., b. and c. are decided by a simple majority, i.e. more than half of the votes cast, unless regulations have been issued to the contrary. If there are an equal number of votes for and against, the President has the casting vote. 

b. Votes according to section 44 d. are decided by relative majority, 

i.e. more votes than for any other proposal, unless it has been decided by law or regulation, or for the particular matter, that more than half of the votes must be obtained for anyone to be considered elected. If blank voting slips have been returned, these slips shall be counted to determine whether there is a quorum, but not in deciding the outcome of the election itself. Whoever then has a relative majority of the valid votes is elected. 

If more than one candidate has obtained the highest number of votes, any Member of the Ting in question may at once request a new vote among the candidates who have won an equal number of votes. If no one makes such a request, or if the number of votes is equal also after a new vote, the election shall be decided by lot. 

Switzerland

The Swiss Federal Assembly is using ballot boxes.

See articles 130 and 131 of the Parliament Act:
Title 6: Elections and Verification of Elections, and Declaration of Inability to Discharge the Duties of Office 
Chapter 1: General Provisions on Elections
Art. 130 Principles

1 Voting in elections in the Federal Assembly is carried out by secret ballot.

2 The persons elected shall be those whose names are written on more than half of the valid ballot papers.

3 When determining an absolute majority, uncompleted invalid ballot papers shall not be counted.

4 If more candidates achieve an absolute majority than there are vacant seats, the surplus candidates with the lower numbers of votes shall be eliminated. 

Art. 131 Invalidity and cancelled votes

1 Ballot papers that contain defamatory statements or obviously irrelevant markings shall be declared invalid.

2 Votes for persons not eligible for election, or who have already been elected or eliminated from the election, together with votes for persons who are not adequately identified are cancelled.

3 If the name of a candidate is written more than once on a ballot paper, the surplus name or names are deleted.

4 If the ballot paper contains more names than there are mandates to be allocated, the surplus names are deleted, beginning from the end of the list. 

5 If the number of ballot papers received exceeds that of the ballot papers distributed, the ballot shall be declared invalid and shall be rerun.

Bosnia & Herzegovina (both Houses)

In Bosnia and Herzegovina, at the beginning of the present term in 2006, hand signals were applied for the election of the Speaker and Deputy Speakers of the two Houses, because it was not possible to apply electronic voting for technical reasons. (Namely, insufficient number of facilities for the use of electronic voting cards in the benches, because three of the facilities are placed at the Speaker’s seat and Deputy Speakers’ seats.)

Hand signals were applied in accordance with Article 83 of the Rules of Procedure of the House of Representatives and Article 77 of the Rules of Procedure of the House of Peoples, which state that hand signals can be used in case the electronic voting system is not functioning or upon the request by one third of the representatives or delegates: 

Albania

As for the Vice-Speaker/Vice-Presidents, they are nominated by the decision in which are also nominated the members of the parliamentary bureau. The nomination is made on the proposal of the two major parliamentary groups
Andorra

The articles 20 and 21 of the Rules of procedure of Conseil General establish that the Plenary meeting chooses, between his members, to the President and to others members of the Bureau in the constitutive meeting.

One will proceed first of all to the joint election of the President and of the Vice-president. A fifth part of the MP's will be able to present, up to twenty-four hours before the beginning of the meeting, the candidacies. Every candidacy will contain the name and the acceptance of two persons who form her. Every deputy will only be able to sign only one candidacy.

After giving reading of the names that there compose each of the presented candidacies, one will proceed immediately afterwards to the voting, which will be secret for ballot paper. Every Deputy will vote for 1 alone candidacy and there will turn out to be elected that one that obtains the absolute majority of the Parliament. If no candidacy was achieving it, one will proceed to the second voting between two candidacies that have been more adopted and there will be chosen that one that obtains more votes. If a tie was taking place, one will proceed to a new voting and, if in this one it was still supported, that one will turn out to be elected in what the candidate for President is of major age.

Russian Duma

According to the State Duma Rules of Procedure (Art. 8):

The Speaker of the State Duma, the First Deputy Speakers of the State Duma and the Deputy Speakers of the State Duma shall be elected from among the deputies of the State Duma by secret ballot. The State Duma can take a decision on open ballot.

To elect the Speaker of the State Duma, the First Deputy Speaker of the State Duma and the Deputy Speakers of the State Duma the Fifth State Duma was using open electronic voting. 

The Deputy Speakers of the State Duma were elected in accordance with the principle of proportional representation of the factions in the State Duma.

PACE - Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe

- quand il y a une seule candidature pour le poste de Président de l'Assemblée, il est déclaré élu sans procéder au scrutin (article 14.3 du Règlement)

- quand il y a plus d'un candidat le Président est élu au scrutin secret (article 14.2 du Règlement); la procédure (registre de vote, urne...) est régie par une décision du Bureau de l'Assemblée du 22 mai 1995

- l'élection des Vice-Présidents de l'Assemblée est régie par l'article 15 du Règlement de l'Assemblée. Un Vice- Président est élu au titre de chacune des délégations nationales ayant droit à un siège au Bureau en vertu du système d'attribution des sièges au Bureau mentionné à l'article 13.3 du Règlement. Les candidats proposés par les délégations nationales sont généralement déclarés élus. Toutefois, sous certaines conditions, un vote peut être demandé qui a lieu au scrutin secret, comme pour le Président de l'Assemblée.
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